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(54) A method and a control circuit for controlling the extinction ratio of a laser diode 

(57) A control circuit (10) controls the operation of a 
laser diode (1) for controlling the average power output 
(P av ) and the extinction ratio. A state machine (21 ) con- 
trols the control circuit (10) which reads the current from 
a monitor photo diode (2) which is coupled to the laser 
diode (1). An amplifier (20) determines the average 
power output of the laser diode (1) which is fed to a first 
comparator (23). The first comparator (23) compares 
the average power output with a reference value set by 
a resistor (R3). The output from the comparator (23) is 
fed to the up/down pin of a first counter (25) which is 
clocked by the state machine (21). In the event that the 
average power output is too high the first counter (25) 
decreases the bias current to the laser diode (1 ) output- 
ted by a constant current source (5), and vice versa. To 
determine the extinction ratio of the laser diode (1) the 
slope of the operating portion of the power/current char- 
acteristic curve is determined by applying an incremen- 
tal increase (AIJ to the modulation current (l m ) of the 
laser diode (1), which is a small percentage of the mod- 
ulation current (l m ). The increase (AP av ) to the average 
power output (P av ) of the laser diode (1) resulting from 
the increase Al m to the modulation current l m is deter- 
mined through a latch (29) and an adder (33) and is fed 
to a second comparator (35) which compares the in- 
crease AP av in the average power output with a refer- 
ence value (AP avref ) set by the resistor (R4). A second 
up/down counter (28) increases the modulation current 
(l m ) applied to the laser diode (1) by a constant current 
source (6) if the value of (AP av ) is less than (AP avref ) and 
vice versa. 
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Description 

Field of the invention 

5 [0001] The present invention relates to a method and to a control circuit for controlling the extinction ratio of a laser 
diode, and in particular, though not limited to a method and to a control circuit for controlling the extinction ratio of a 
laser diode of the type for use in optical transmission of digital data, for example, in telecommunications. The invention 
may also relate to a method and to a control circuit for controlling the average power output of a laser diode, and to a 
driver circuit for driving a laser diode. 

10 

Background to the invention 

[0002] Laser diodes are extensively used in optical transmission systems as light emitters for transmitting data in 
digital form over telecommunications networks. Such laser diodes have an optical power output /current input charac- 

15 teristic curve, which has an initial inactive linear portion which is almost horizontal with a very slight upward slope. The 
curve then has a knee portion which is generally called the threshold point at which stimulated light emission com- 
mences. The characteristic curve then continues as a relatively linear portion with a relatively steep slope. This, is 
referred to as the linear operating portion of the slope. A bias current is applied to the laser diode of value sufficient to 
maintain a predetermined average optical power output. A switched modulation current is applied to the laser diode 

20 to establish a predetermined extinction ratio. 

[0003] However, the power/current characteristic curve tends to vary with temperature and also varies as the laser 
diode ages. Three typical power/current characteristic curves of a laser diode, namely, curves A, B and C are illustrated 
in Fig. 1 . The curves A, B and C illustrate how the power/current characteristic curves vary with temperature. The curve 
A illustrates the power/current characteristic curve of the laser diode when operating at 0°C. The curve B illustrates 

25 the characteristic curve of the laser diode operating at 25°C, while the curve C illustrates the characteristic curve of 
the laser diode operating at 70°C. An operating range of 0°C to 70°C is not an unusual operating temperature range 
for a laser diode. In each curve A, B and C the inactive portion. is illustrated by the letter e. The threshold point of the 
curve is illustrated by the letter f, while the operating portion of each curve is illustrated by the letter g. 
[0004] The input current in milliamps (mA) to the laser diode is plotted on the X axis of the graph of Fig. 1 while the 

30 optical power output in milliwatts (mW) of the laser diode is plotted on the Y axis. The bias current to the laser diode 
is indicated as l b , while the modulation current is indicated as l m . The power output of the laser diode when the bias 
current l b and the modulation current l m are applied to the laser diode is indicated as P, while the power output of the 
laser diode when the only current applied to the laser diode is the bias current ^ is indicated as P 0 . The average power 
output of the laser diode is indicated as P av which is equal to half the sum of P 1 and P 0 , assuming an equal number 

35 of digital ones and zeros in the data stream. In order for the laser diode to operate efficiently, the bias current should 
be sufficient to operate the laser diode in the linear operating portion of the power/current characteristic curve just 
above the threshold point, in other words, the point h of the curve B, for example. Thereby the bias current operates 
the laser diode to produce a power output of P 0 . In this way, when the modulation current l m is applied to the laser 
diode on top of the bias current l b the laser diode operates in the linear operating portion of the curve, namely, between 

40 the point h and the point k on the curve B. By operating the laser diode so that the power output varies between the 
points h and k on the characteristic curve B in response to the modulation current the laser diode operates with the 
optimum extinction ratio, which is the ratio of the power output P, to the power output P 0 . 

[0005] However, it will be clear from the curves A, B and C of Fig. 1 that should the operating temperature of the 
laser diode vary, unless the bias current l b and the modulation current l m are varied to compensate for the change in 
« operating temperature the laser diode will operate incorrectly. For example, if the bias current l b and the modulation 
current l m were set to operate the laser diode at an operating temperature of 25°C, an increase in the operating tem- 
perature would immediately cause the extinction ratio of the laser diode to drop, and also would result in a reduction 
in the average power output P av of the laser diode. 

[0006] Accordingly, in order for a laser diode to provide an adequate extinction ratio over its life and over a typical 
50 range of operating temperatures, control circuitry is required for altering the bias current ^ and the modulation l m to 
compensate for changes in operating temperature and as the laser diode ages. Typical control circuits which are known 
monitor the operating temperature of the laser diode, and alter the bias current and/or the modulation current in re- 
sponse to temperature change of the laser diode. A disadvantage of such circuits is that they tend to be inaccurate. 
They do not measure the extinction ratio directly. Measuring temperature gives only an indirect measure of the extinction 
55 ratio, and obviously, is not particularly accurate, since the extinction ratio as discussed may, in general, drift with age. 
Thus, any corrections made to correct the extinction ratio based on the operating temperature of the laser diode may 
be incorrect, thus leading to incorrect operation of the laser diode. 

[0007] There is therefore a need for a method and a control circuit for controlling the extinction ratio of a laser diode. 
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Summary of the invention 

[0008] According to the invention there is provided a method for controlling the extinction ratio of a laser diode, the 
method comprising the steps of 

5 

comparing a value of the power/current characteristic curve of the laser diode indicative of the slope of the operating 
portion of the power/current characteristic curve with a predetermined corresponding reference slope value, and 
altering the modulation current to the laser diode in response to the slope value not comparing favourably with the 
reference slope value. 

10 

[0009] In one embodiment of the invention the slope value of the power/current characteristic curve is determined ' 
by altering the modulation current by a predetermined test amount, and determining the corresponding change in the 
average power output of the laser diode resulting from the alteration to the modulation current by the test amount. 
[0010] Preferably, the predetermined test amount by which the modulation current is altered is of magnitude suffi- 
*5 ciently small as not to affect normal operation of the laser diode. 

[0011] Advantageously, the predetermined test amount by which the modulation current is altered is proportional to 
the modulation current when the modulation current is being altered. Ideally, the modulation current is increased by 
the predetermined test amount. 

[001 2] In one embodiment of the invention the predetermined test amount by which the modulation current is altered 
20 does not exceed 5% of the value of the modulation current when the modulation current is being altered, and preferably, 
the predetermined test amount by which the modulation current is altered does not exceed 1% of the value of the 
modulation current when the modulation current is being altered. 

[001 3] In another embodiment of the invention the modulation current to the laser diode is altered by a predetermined 
correcting amount in response to the slope value of the power/current characteristic curve not comparing favourably 
25 with the reference slope value. Advantageously, the correcting amount by which the modulation current is altered in 
response to the slope not comparing favourably with the reference slope value does not exceed 1% of the maximum 
value of the modulation current which may be applied to the laser diode. 

[0014] In one embodiment of the invention the slope value of the power/current characteristic curve of the laser diode 
is compared with the reference slope value at periodic intervals. 
30 [0015] In another embodiment of the invention the reference slope value is set and stored during calibration of the 
laser diode. 

[0016] In a further embodiment of the invention the stored reference slope value is a reference value of the change 
in the average power output of the laser diode which should result from the alteration to the modulation current by the 
predetermined test amount if the laser diode were operating at the desired extinction ratio. 
35 [0017] In one embodiment of the invention the method further comprises the step of controlling the average power 
output of the laser diode by comparing the average power output with a predetermined reference average power output 
value, and varying the bias current to the laser diode in response to the average power output not comparing favourably 
with the reference average power output value. 

[0018] Preferably, the bias current to the laser diode is altered by a predetermined correcting amount in response 
40 to the average power output not comparing favourably with the reference average power output value. 

[0019] Preferably, the comparison of the slope value with the reference slope value and the comparison of the average » 
power output with the reference average power output value are alternately made. 

[0020] Advantageously, the bias current to the laser diode is maintained constant during the period while the slope 
value of the power/current characteristic curve is being determined. 
45 [0021] Additionally, the invention provides a control circuit for controlling the extinction ratio of a laser diode, the 
control circuit comprising: 

a means for determining a value of the power/current characteristic curve of the laser diode indicative of the slope 
of the operating portion of the power/current characteristic curve, 
50 a slope comparing means for comparing the value indicative of the slope of the power/current characteristic curve 

with a corresponding predetermined reference slope value, and 

a first control means for controlling the modulation current to the laser diode, the first control means being respon- 
sive to the slope comparing means for altering the modulation current in response to the slope value not comparing 
favourably with the reference slope value. 

55 

[0022] In one embodiment of the invention the means for determining the value indicative of the slope of the power/ 
current characteristic curve of the laser diode comprises: 
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a second control means for altering the modulation current to the laser diode by a predetermined test amount, and 
a means for determining the corresponding change in the average power output of the laser diode resulting from 
the alteration of the modulation current by the test amount. 

[0023] In another embodiment of the invention the slope comparing means compares the change in the average 
power output of the laser diode with the reference slope value. 

[0024] Preferably, the second control means maintains the alteration to the modulation current by the test amount 
for a period sufficient to allow the resulting corresponding change in the average power output of the laser diode to be 
determined. Advantageously, the predetermined test amount by which the modulation current is altered by the second 
control means is such as not to affect the normal operation of the laser diode. Preferably, the predetermined test amount 
by which the modulation current is altered by the second control means is proportional to the modulation current when 
the modulation current is being altered. Advantageously, the second control means increases the modulation current 
by the predetermined test amount. Preferably, the predetermined test amount by which the modulation current is altered 
by the second control means does not exceed 5% of the modulation current when the modulation current is being 
altered. Ideally, the predetermined test amount by which the modulation current is altered by the second control means 
does not exceed 1% of the modulation current when the modulation current is being altered. 
[0025] In one embodiment of the invention the first control means alters the modulation current by a predetermined 
correcting amount in response to the slope value not comparing favourably with the reference slope value. Preferably, 
the correcting amount by which the first control means alters the modulation current in response to the slope value not 
comparing favourably with the reference slope value does not exceed 1 % of the maximum value of the modulation 
current which may be applied by the first control means. 

[0026] In one embodiment of the invention the control circuit further comprises a power output comparing means for 
comparing the average power output of the laser diode with a predetermined reference average power output value, 
and a bias current control means for controlling the bias current to the laser diode, the bias current control means being 
responsive to the power output comparing means for altering the bias current to the laser diode in response to the 
average power output of the laser diode not comparing favourably with the reference average power output value. 
[0027] Preferably, the slope comparing means and the power output comparing means are alternately operated for 
alternately comparing the slope value with the reference slope value and the average power output with the reference 
average power output value, respectively. 

[0028] Advantageously, the bias current control means holds the bias current constant while the second control 

means is altering the modulation current by the predetermined test amount. 

[0029] Preferably, a means is provided for setting the predetermined reference slope value. 

[0030] Further the invention provides a laser diode driver circuit comprising: 

a modulation current source for providing a current for modulation in response to a data stream to be transmitted 
by the laser diode, 

a bias current source for providing a bias current to the laser diode, 

a control circuit for controlling the extinction ratio of the laser diode, the control circuit comprising: 

a means for determining a value of the power/current characteristic curve of the laser diode indicative of the slope 

of the operating portion of the power/current characteristic curve, 

a slope comparing means for comparing the value indicative of the slope of the power/current characteristic curve 
with a corresponding predetermined reference slope value, and 

a first control means for controlling the modulation current source, the first control means being responsive to the 
slope comparing means for altering the modulation current from the modulation current source in response to the 
slope value not comparing favourably with the reference slope value. 

Advantages of the invention 

[0031] The advantages of the invention are many. The method and control circuit allow for accurate control of the 
extinction ratio of a laser diode. By monitoring and determining the slope of the operating portion of the power/current 
characteristic curve the operating characteristics of the laser diode are directly monitored, and thus, the extinction ratio 
can be accurately controlled. The extinction ratio may be corrected by making relatively small incremental or decre- 
mental changes to the modulation current as appropriate, and each incremental or decremental change may be of a 
predetermined correcting amount. After each incremental or decremental change, after checking the average power 
output of the laser diode and making an appropriate correction to the bias current if required, the slope value of the 
power/current characteristic curve is again determined and a further appropriate incremental or decremental change 
in the modulation current is made. In this way correction of the extinction ratio is made in a series of steps, each step 
correction being made by incrementing or decrementing the modulation current by a predetermined correcting amount. 
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Alternatively, the control circuit may be provided with additional intelligence, which would allow computation of the full 
correcting amount by which the modulation current should be incremented or decremented in order to correct the 
extinction ratio, and the modulation current could then be altered by the appropriate correcting amount in one step. 
[0032] A further advantage of the invention is that where a monitoring photo diode is used for monitoring the average 

5 power output and the change in average power output from the laser diode, the method and control circuit according 
to the invention operate independently from the capacitance of the monitoring photo diode, in other words, the capac- 
itance of the monitoring photo diode has no affect on the method and control circuit. The method and control circuit 
also provide a relatively low band width non-peak detection method which facilitates ease of implementation. By virtue 
of the fact that the test amount by which the modulation current is altered is relatively small, and in particular, is a 

10 relatively small proportion of the modulation current no degradation is caused to the optical power output. A further 
advantage of the invention is achieved when the modulation current is altered by increasing the modulation current by 
the test amount, rather than by decreasing the modulation current by the test amount, in that the extinction ratio is 
slightly increased, rather than decreased, and this, thus, further avoids any degradation in the optical power output. 
[0033] Additionally, the method and control circuit provide a relatively simple and accurate method and circuit for 

15 controlling the extinction ratio, and as well the average optical power output which has no affect on the data transmis- 
sion. Additionally, the method and control circuit permit accurate correction of the extinction ratio without affecting data 
transmission, and thus, the extinction ratio can be corrected during normal operation of the laser diode. Furthermore, 
since in order to determine the slope of the power/current characteristic curve the modulation current only is altered 
by the test amount, the power output of the laser diode resulting from the bias current remains unaltered. Accordingly, 

20 laser chirp (change in wave length) is avoided during the period while the slope of the power/current characteristic 
curve is being determined and while correction if any is being made to the modulation current as the method for con- 
trolling the extinction ratio is being carried out. 

[0034] The invention will be more clearly understood from the following description of a preferred embodiment thereof 
which is given by way of example only with reference to the accompanying drawings. 

25 

Brief description of the drawings 
[0035] 

30 Fig. 1 illustrates typical power/current characteristic curves of a typical laser diode, 

Fig. 2 is a block representation of a laser diode driver circuit according to the invention for driving an optical trans- 
mission laser diode for transmitting data in digital optical form, 

35 Fig. 3 is a block representation of a control circuit also according to the invention of the laser diode driver circuit 

of Fig. 2, 

Fig. 4 is a flowchart of a sub-routine for controlling the control circuit of Fig. 3 to operate in one mode, 

40 Fig. 5 is a flowchart of a sub-routine for controlling the control circuit of Fig. 3 to operate in another mode, 

Fig. 6 illustrates a timing diagram of the operation of a laser diode under the control of the control circuit of Fig. 3, and 

Fig. 7 illustrates a power/current characteristic curve of a laser diode operating under the control of the control 
45 circuit of Fig. 3. 

Detailed description of a preferred embodiment 

[0036] Referring to the drawings, and in particular to Figs. 2 and 3, the method according to the invention controls 
50 the bias current l b and the modulation current l m to an optical transmission laser diode 1 for operating the laser diode 
1 at a desired average power output P av and at an optimum extinction ratio. A monitor photo diode 2 is coupled to the 
laser diode 1 for facilitating monitoring of the optical power output P of the laser diode 1 . The monitor photo diode 2 
outputs a current which is proportional to the optical power output of the laser diode 1. A driver circuit 3 according to 
the invention drives the laser diode 1 and comprises a digitally controlled constant current source 5 for providing the 
55 bias current l b to the laser diode 1 and a digitally controlled constant current source 6 for providing the modulation 
current l m to the laser diode 1 . A control circuit 10 also according to the invention located in the driver circuit 3 controls 
the bias current source 5 and the modulation current source 6 for in turn controlling the bias current ^ and the modulation 
current l m , respectively, to the laser diode 1 . The driver circuit 3 and the control circuit 1 0 are described in detail below. 
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25 



[0037] The method according to the invention for controlling the laser diode 1 to operate at a desired average optical 
power output P av requires that the average power output P av from the laser diode 1 be monitored by the control circuit 
10 at predetermined intervals of time, typically, 2 msec intervals. The average optical power output P av of the laser 
diode 1 is determined by monitoring the power output of the laser diode 1 over a predetermined time period of approx- 

5 imately 1 msec. If the average power output determined by the control circuit 10 compares favourably, in other words, 
is equal to a stored predetermined reference average power output value, no action is taken. On the other hand, should 
the average power output of the laser diode 1 determined by the control circuit 10 not be equal to the stored predeter- 
mined reference average power output value corrective action is taken. The control circuit 10 operates the bias current 
source 5 for increasing the bias current l b to the laser diode 1 if the average power output of the laser diode 1 is less 

10 than the reference value, and vice versa. The amount by which the control circuit 10 increases or decreases the bias 
current l b from the bias current source 5 for convenience is referred to as a correcting amount, and depends on the 
control circuit 10 and the type of constant current source 5. This will be readily apparent to those skilled in the art. 
However, in this embodiment of the invention the correcting amount by which the bias current ^ is increased or de- 
creased is a constant amount and typically is approximately 0.1mA, and, in general, is insufficient for correcting the 

15 average power output in one monitoring cycle. Thus, correction of the average power output is carried out over a 
number of monitoring cycles. However, on start up (power up) the value of the correcting amount may be greater in 
order to rapidly bring the laser diode up to the desired operating average power output. 

[0038] The method according to the invention for controlling the laser diode 1 to operate at a desired extinction ratio 
requires that the slope of the linear operating portion of the power/current characteristic curve be monitored. The control 
circuit 10 according to the invention determines the slope value of the linear operating portion of the power/current 
characteristic curve at predetermined time intervals typically of 2 msecs, and if the slope value of the operating portion 
of the power/current characteristic curve compares favourably with the reference slope value, in other words, is equal 
to the reference slope value no action is taken. If the slope value of the linear operating portion of the power/current 
characteristic curve is less than the reference slope value, the control circuit 10 operates the modulation current source 
6 for increasing the modulation current l m by a predetermined correcting amount, and vice versa. The correcting amount 
by which the modulation current is increased and decreased under the control of the control circuit 10 depends on the 
type of modulation current source 6 and the control circuit 1 0. This will be well known to those skilled in the art. However, 
in this embodiment of the invention the correcting amount by which the modulation current is increased or decreased 
is fixed, and in this case is 0.1mA approximately. 
30 [0039] During the periods while the control circuit 1 0 is determining the slope value of the linear operating portion of 
the power/current characteristic curve, the control circuit 10 controls the bias current source 5 for holding the bias 
current l b constant. Since each time the modulation current l m is altered it may be necessary to alter the bias current 
l b , the control circuit 10 alternately cycles between a control loop which is described below for correcting the average 
optical power output of the laser diode 1 and for correcting the extinction ratio of the laser diode 1. 
35 [0040] The slope of the linear operating portion of the power/current characteristic curve is determined by the control 
circuit 10 as follows with particular reference to Fig. 7. The control circuit 10 operates the modulation current source 
6 for increasing the modulation current l m to the laser diode 1 by a predetermined incremental test amount Al m , which 
in this embodiment of the invention is proportional to the modulation current ^ when the increase is being made, and 
is a fixed proportion K of the modulation current, namely, 1% of the modulation current. The control circuit 10 then 
monitors the current output from the monitor photo diode 2 for determining the increase AP av in the average optical 
power output P av resulting from the incremental test amount Al m by which the modulation current l m was increased. 
The increase in the average optical power output AP av is proportional to the slope value of the linear operating portion 
of the power/current characteristic curve. The slope value LI of the operating portion of the power/current characteristic 
curve is derived from the following equation: 

45 

Ll = ^ 

50 Where AP is the increase in the optical power output of the laser diode resulting from the increase Al m to the modulation 
current l m , see Fig. 7. 
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AP = Al m LI 

Kl m LI 
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K in this case being 0.01 



20 



Therefore, the change AP av in the average power output of the laser diode 1 resulting from the test change Al m to the 
modulation current l m gives a direct measure of the slope LI of the linear operating portion of the power/current char- 
acteristic curve. Thus, in this embodiment of the invention the predetermined reference slope value is stored as the 

25 value AP avref which is the value of the change in the average power output which would result from the test amount 
increase Al m to the modulation current l m if the laser diode 1 were operating at the desired extinction ratio. 
[0041] Referring now to Fig. 2, the driver circuit 3 will now be described. Two pins, namely, V cc and GND are provided 
to the driver circuit 3 for applying a control voltage V cc and for grounding the driver circuit 3, respectively. The modulation 
current l m from the constant current source 6 is modulated by a data switching circuit 11 and is outputted through a 

30 pin LA to the laser diode 1 . Data input pins DIN and DINQ are provided to the driver circuit 3 for inputting data signals 
to the data switching circuit 11 . An impedance matching circuit 12 comprising a resistor R1 and a capacitor C1 matches 
the impedance of the laser diode 1 with that of the driver circuit. An output pin BIAS outputs the bias current ^ from 
the constant current source 5 to the laser diode 1 . 

[0042] An input pin 16 to the driver circuit 3 receives the current output from the monitor photo diode 2 which is 
35 proportional to the optical power output of the laser diode 1 . Input pins PSET and ERSET to the driver circuit 3 are 
provided for setting the predetermined reference average power output value P avref , and for setting the predetermined 
reference value AP avref of the increase in the average power output value for determining the slope of the linear oper- 
ating.portion of the power/current characteristic curve of the laser diode 1, respectively. The predetermined reference 
values of the average power output P avref and the increase in average power output AP avref are set by resistors R3 
40 and R4, which provide a constant current to the resistors R6 and R7, respectively. The resistors R3 and R4 are con- 
nected to V cc , and in this embodiment of the invention a voltage of 1 .5 volts is established across each resistor R3 and 
R4. This develops respective constant currents in the resistors R3 and R4, which are in turn passed into the resistors 
R6 and R7, respectively, across which respective voltages are developed for setting the reference values of P avref and 



[0043] Referring now in particular to Fig. 3 a main control means for controlling the control circuit 10 comprises a 
state machine 21. A trans-impedance amplifier 20 receives the current from the monitor photo diode 2 and a gain 
control resistor R5 and a capacitor C2 control the gain of the amplifier 20 for determining the average current from the 
monitor photo diode 2 for in turn determining average optical power output P av of the laser diode 1. This is fed in the 
form of a voltage to a power output comparing means, namely a first comparator 23 of the control circuit 10 which 
compares the output from the amplifier 20 with the reference voltage across the resistor R6 (P avref ) and the output 
from the first comparator 23 is fed to the state machine 21 . 

[0044] The output from the first comparator 23 is also fed to a bias current control means, namely, to the up/down 
pin of a first counter 25 which is clocked by the state machine 21. If the output from the first comparator 23 is high 
indicating that the average optical power output P av from the laser diode 1 is less than the reference average power 
output value P avreft the first counter 25 counts up by one thereby outputting a digital up count on its output pin to the 
digitally controlled constant current source 5 for increasing the bias current ^ to the laser diode 1 by the correcting 
amount. If the first counter 25 is a ten bit counter and the maximum current output from the constant current source 5 
is 100 mA the amount by which the bias current l 5 is increased is 100/2 10 mA, which is approximately 0.1. mA. In the 
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event that the output from the first comparator 23 is low indicating that the average optical power output P av from the 
laser diode 1 is greater than the reference average power output value P avref the first counter 23 counts down by one 
thereby operating the output constant current source 5 to decrease the bias current L by the correcting amount of 
100/2 10 mA. 

[0045] A modulation current control means, namely, a second counter 28 which is clocked by the state machine 21 
controls the constant current source 6 for increasing and decreasing the modulation current ^ in response to the slope 
value of the linear operating portion of the power/current characteristic curve determined by the control circuit 10. The 
constant current source 6 comprises a first control means, namely, a first digitally controlled constant current source 

30 for applying the modulation current l m to the laser diode 1 and for varying the modulation current l m by the correcting 
amounts. The constant current source 6 also comprises a second control means, namely, a second digitally controlled 
constant current source 31 for applying the incremental test amount increase Al m to the modulation current l m to the 
laser diode 1 as will be described below. A switch 32 operated under the control of the state machine 21 connects the 
second constant source 31 to the laser diode 1 for applying the test amount increase Al m to the laser diode 1. The 
second counter 28 controls the first constant current sources 30 and the second constant current source 31 in the 
same manner as the first counter 25 controls the digitally controlled constant current source 5. The second constant 
current source 3 1 is set to output a constant current which is always at a value of 1 % of the constant current output of 
the first constant current source 30. Thus, when the switch 32 is closed for increasing the modulation current ^ by the 
test amount Al m the value of Al m by which the modulation current l m is increased is always 1% of the value of the 
modulation current l m when the test amount Al m is being applied. 

[0046] The output from the trans-impedance amplifier 20 is also fed to a latch 29 which, under the control of the state 
machine 2 1 latches the average optical power output P av from the amplifier 20 before the control circuit 1 0 commences 
to determine the slope of the linear operating portion of the power/current characteristic curve. With the average power 
output P av latched the state machine 21 operates the switch 32 for applying the incremental test increase Al m in the 
modulation current l m to the laser diode 1 . The incremental test increase Al m in the modulation current l m is maintained 
until the increased average optical power output P av + AP av of the laser diode 1 resulting from the incremental test 
increase Al m in the modulation current l m has appeared on the output of the amplifier 20. This new value of the average 
optical power output P av + AP av along with the latched value of the average power output P av before the modulation 
current l m was increased by the test increment Al m is fed to an adder 33 which subtracts the latched average optical 
power output P av from the new average optical power output P av + AP av thereby outputting the value of the increase 
in the average optical power output AP av from the laser diode 1 . A slope comparing means, namely, a second compa- 
rator 35 compares the increase in the average power output AP av with the reference voltage developed across the 
resistor R7 which corresponds to the reference value AP avref . Once the increase in the average power output AP av has 
been determined and compared with the reference value AP avref the switch 32 is opened thereby isolating the laser 
diode 1 from the second constant current source 31 . 

[0047] The output from the second comparator 35 is fed to an up/down pin of the second counter 28, which controls 
the first constant current source 30 for increasing or decreasing the modulation current ^ by the correcting amount in 
response to the output of the second comparator 35. In the event that the output from the second comparator 35 is 
high indicating that the slope of the linear operating portion of the power/current characteristic curve is less than the 
reference slope value, the second counter 28 counts one up, thereby causing the first constant current source 6 to 
increase the modulation current 1 m by the correcting amount. In the event that the output from the second comparator 
35 is low indicating that the slope of the linear operating portion of the power/current characteristic curve of the laser 
diode 1 is greater than the reference slope, the second counter 28 counts down one thereby reducing the modulation 
current l m by the correcting amount. If the second counter 28 is a ten bit counter and the maximum modulation current 
l m which is delivered by the first constant current source 30 is 100mA, each correcting amount increase or decrease 
made to the modulation current l m is 100/2 10 mA. Since the second counter 28 also controls the second constant 
current source 31, each time the modulation current l m outputted by the first constant current source 30 is increased 
or decreased by a correcting amount, the value of the test amount Al m outputted by the second constant current source 

31 is correspondingly increased or decreased by 1 % of the correcting amount. Therefore, the test amount Al m outputted 
by the second constant current source 31 is always 1% of the modulation current ^. 

[0048] The control circuit 1 0 only operates to control the extinction ratio of the laser diode 1 after steady state average 
power output has been achieved. The state machine 21 monitors the output of the first counter 25 for determining 
when steady state average power output has been achieved. At which state the control circuit 1 0 operates as described 
above for alternately checking and correcting the extinction ratio and the average power output. 
[0049] The operation of the control circuit 10 and the laser diode 1 will be described with reference to the timing 
diagram of Fig. 6. As already described the control circuit 10 is operated at predetermined intervals for alternately 
determining the average power output of the laser diode 1 and the slope of the linear operating portion of the power/ 
current characteristic curve. During time T A in the timing diagram of Fig. 6 the control circuit 10 is operated for correcting 
the extinction ratio of the laser diode 1 . At time t, the modulation current l m is increased by the incremental test increment 
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Al m for a predetermined time t = t 2 -t v The control circuit 10 as already described determines the increase AP av in the 
average power output of the laser diode 1 resulting from the increase in the modulation current Al m , and this is compared 
in the second comparator 35 with the reference value AP avref set by the resistor R4. The result of the comparison 
indicates that the increase in the value of the average power output AP av is greater than the reference value AP avref 
set by the resistor R4, and thus, at time t 3 the modulation current l m is reduced by the correcting amount under the 
control of the second counter 28 controlling the first constant current source 30. This, thus, results in a reduction in the 
average power output AP av of the laser diode 1 also at the time t 3 . 

[0050] During time T B the control circuit 10 is operated for determining and correcting the average power output of 
the laser diode 1. The first comparator 23 determines that as a result of the decrease in the modulation current ^ at 
time t 3 the average power output of the laser diode 1 is too low. The first counter 25 operates the constant current 
source 5 for increasing the bias current l b at time t 4 . This in turn increases the average power output at time ^ During 
the period T c the control circuit 10 again is operated for correcting the extinction ratio of the laser diode 1. At time % 
the modulation current l m is increased by applying the incremental increase Al m . The increase AP av in the average 
power output of the laser diode 1 is determined and compared with the reference value AP avref . At time t$ when the 
increase AP av in the average power output has been compared with the reference value AP avref the incremental increase 
Al m is removed from the laser diode 1 . The control circuit 1 0 determines in this case that the slope of the linear operating 
portion of the power/current characteristic curve is less than the reference value set by the resistor R4 and the mod- 
ulation current l m is thus increased under the control of the second counter 28 by the correcting amount at time V- 
[0051] During time T D the control circuit 10 again makes a determination of the average power output P av of the 
laser diode 1 and determines that the average power output is too high. The control circuit 10 thus reduces the bias 
current l b by the correcting amount at time tg, which results in a decrease in the average power output P av . 
[0052] Since the value of the incremental test amount Al m by which the modulation current l m is increased is 1% of 
the modulation current l m when the modulation current l m is being increased, the application of the increase Al m to the 
modulation current l m does not interfere with the transmission of data being transmitted by the laser diode 1 . Accordingly, 
the control circuit 1 0 can control and correct the extinction ratio of the laser diode 1 while the laser diode 1 is transmitting 
data. 

[0053] Referring now to Figs. 4 and 5 there is illustrated a block representations of two subroutines which the control 
circuit 1 0 goes through in determining and correcting the average power output of the laser diode 1 and the extinction 
ratio. Referring initially to Fig. 4, Fig. 4 illustrates the sub-routine for controlling the average power output of the laser 
diode 1 . Block 40 starts the sub-routine which goes to block 41 which reads the average power output P av of the laser 
diode 1 . Block 42 compares the read value of the average power output P av with the reference value P avref and if the 
average power output P av is equal to the reference value P avref the sub-routine moves to block 43 which takes no 
action, and the sub-routine moves to block 44. Block 44 calls up block 50 of the sub-routine of Fig. 5 as will be described 
below. If block 42 determines that the average power output P av is greater than the reference value P avref the sub- 
routine goes to block 45 which operates the first counter 25 for controlling the constant current source 5 for reducing 
the bias current l b by the correcting amount, and the sub-routine goes to block 44. In the event that block 42 determines 
that the average power output P av of the laser diode 1 is less than the reference value P avref block 42 moves the sub- 
routine to block 46 which operates the first counter 25 for controlling the constant current source 5 for increasing the 
bias current l b by the correcting amount. The sub-routine is then moved to block 44. 

[0054] Referring now to Fig. 5 the sub-routine of Fig. 5 controls the extinction ratio of the laser diode 1. Block 50 
starts the sub-routine which moves to block 51 . Block 51 reads the current value of the average power output, which 
for convenience will be referred to as P av1 . The sub-routine then moves to block 52 which causes the state machine 
21 to close the switch 32 for applying the test increase Al m to the modulating current l m . The sub-routine then moves 
to block 53 which reads the new value of the average power output, which for convenience will be referred to as P av2 
resulting from the test increase Al m in the modulation current l m . P av2 is equal to P av1 plus AP/2. The sub-routine then 
moves to block 54 which determines the increase in the average power output AP av resulting from the test increase 
Al m in the modulation current l m . The increase in the average power output 

AP = p - p 

^ r av r av2 r av1 * 

[0055] The sub-routine then moves to block 55 which compares the value of the increase AP av of the average power 
output with the reference value AP avref . If AP av is equal to AP avref the sub-routine moves to block 56 which takes no 
action and moves the sub-routine to block 57. Block 57 opens the switch 32 thereby removing the test increase Al m 
from the modulation current l m to the laser diode 1 . If block 55 determines that AP av is less than AP avref the sub-routine 
moves to block 58 which causes the second counter 28 to operate the first constant current source 30 for increasing 
the modulation current l m by the correcting amount. The sub-routine then moves to block 57. If block 55 determines 
that AP av is greater than AP avref the sub-routine is moved to block 59 which causes the second counter 28 to operate 
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the first constant current source 30 to reduce the modulation current l m by the correcting amount. The sub-routine then 
moves to block 57. From block 57 the sub-routine goes to block 60 which calls up block 40 of the sub-routine of Fig. 4. 
[0056] In the event that the driver circuit 3 is capacitively coupled to the laser diode 1 , when carrying out the test for 
the extinction ratio, as well as applying the test amount increase Al m to the modulation current l m> a test increase Al b 
of value equal to Al m /2 would have to be made to the bias current l b . This is because capacitive coupling would cause 
half the value of the test amount increase Al m to be applied to the upper peaks of the modulation current l m , and the 
other half of the test amount increase Al m to be applied to the lower peaks of the modulation current ^. The increase 
Al b to the bias current l b compensates for the half of the test amount increase Al m which is applied to the lower peaks 
of the modulation current l m . 

[0057] The circuit has been described for correcting the average power output P av and the extinction ratio by altering 
the bias current l b and the modulation current l m by correcting amounts of relatively small value, and thus, a series of 
alterations to the bias current l b , and the modulation current l m by respective correcting amounts would, in general, be 
required in order to correct the average power output P av and the extinction ratio. However, it is envisaged that the * 
circuit may be provided with intelligence, which would compute the value of the correcting amount required to the bias 
current l b for correcting the average power output P av in one correcting action, and also, it is envisaged that intelligence 
may be provided which knowing the slope value of the linear operating portion of the power/current characteristic curve 
would correct the extinction ratio by making one alteration to the modulation current by a correcting amount which 
would correct the extinction ratio in one alteration. However, the correcting amount to the modulation current would 
have to be sufficiently small as not to adversely alter P 0 , since this could cause laser chirp, which is unacceptable. 



Claims 

1. A method for controlling the extinction ratio of a laser diode (1), characterised in that the method comprises the 
steps of 

comparing a value (AP av ) of the power/current characteristic curve of the laser diode (1) indicative of the slope 
of the operating portion of the power/current characteristic curve with a predetermined corresponding reference 
slope value (AP avref ), and 

altering the modulation current (l m ) to the laser diode in response to the slope value (AP av ) not comparing 
favourably with the reference slope value (AP avref ). 

2. A method as claimed in Claim 1 characterised in that the slope value (AP av ) of the power/current 
characteristic curve is determined by altering the modulation current (IJ by a predetermined test amount (AIJ, 
and determining the corresponding change (AP av ) in the average power output (P av ) of the laser diode (1 ) resulting 
from the alteration to the modulation current (l m ) by the test amount (AIJ. 

3. A method as claimed in Claim 2 characterised in that the predetermined test amount (AIJ by which the modulation 
current (I J is altered is of magnitude sufficiently small as not to affect normal operation of the laser diode (1). 

4. A method as claimed in Claim 2 or 3 characterised in that the predetermined test amount (AIJ by which the 
modulation current (I J is altered is proportional to the modulation current (I J when the modulation current (I J 
is being altered. 

5. A method as claimed in any of Claims 2 to 4 characterised in that the modulation current (IJ is increased by the 
predetermined test amount (AIJ. 

6. A method as claimed in any of Claims 2 to 5 characterised in that the predetermined test amount (AIJ by which 
the modulation current (I J is altered does not exceed 5% of the value of the modulation current (IJ when the 
modulation current (I J is being altered. 

7. A method as claimed in any of Claims 2 to 6 characterised in that the predetermined test amount (AIJ by which 
the modulation current (I J is altered does not exceed 1% of the value of the modulation current (IJ when the 
modulation current (I J is being altered. 

8. A method as claimed in any preceding claim characterised in that the modulation current (y to the laser diode 
(1) is altered by a predetermined correcting amount in response to the slope value (AP av ) of the power/current 
characteristic curve not comparing favourably with the reference slope value (AP avref ). 



10 



EP 1 083 643 A2 



9. A method as claimed in Claim 8 characterised in that the correcting amount by which the modulation current (y 
is altered in response to the slope (AP av ) not comparing favourably with the reference slope value (AP avref ) does 
not exceed 1% of the maximum value of the modulation current (l m ) which may be applied to the laser diode (1). 

10. A method as claimed in any preceding claim characterised in that the slope value (AP av ) of the power/current 
characteristic curve of the laser diode (1) is compared with the reference slope value (AP avref ) at periodic intervals. 

11. A method as claimed in any preceding claim characterised in that the reference slope value (AP avref ) is set and 
stored during calibration of the laser diode (1 ). 

12. A method as claimed in Claim 11 characterised in that the stored reference slope value (AP avref ) is a reference 
value of the change in the average power output of the laser diode which should result from the alteration to the 
modulation current (l m ) by the predetermined test amount (Al m ) if the laser diode (1 ) were operating at the desired 
extinction ratio. 

13. A method as claimed in any preceding claim characterised in that the method further comprises the step of con- 
trolling the average power output (P av ) of the laser diode (1) by comparing the average power output (P av ) with a 
predetermined reference average power output value (P avref ), and varying the bias current (l b ) to the laser diode 
(1) in response to the average power output (P av ) not comparing favourably with the reference average power 
output value (P avref ). 

14. A method as claimed in Claim 13 characterised in that the bias current (l b ) to the laser diode (1) is altered by a 
predetermined correcting amount in response to the average power output (P av ) not comparing favourably with 
the reference average power output value (P avref ). 

15. A method as claimed in Claim 13 or 14 characterised in that the comparison of the slope value (AP av ) with the 
reference slope value (AP avref ) and the comparison of the average power output (P av ) with the reference average 
power output value (P avref ) are alternately made. 

16. A method as claimed in any preceding claim characterised in that the bias current (^) to the laser diode (1) is 
maintained constant during the period while the slope value (AP av ) of the power/current characteristic curve is 
being determined. 

17. A control circuit for controlling the extinction ratio of a laser diode (1), characterised in that the control circuit 
comprises: 

a means (10) for determining a value (AP av ) of the power/current characteristic curve of the laser diode (1) 

indicative of the slope of the operating portion of the power/current characteristic curve, 

a slope comparing means (35) for comparing the value (AP av ) indicative of the slope of the power/current 

characteristic curve with a corresponding predetermined reference slope value (AP avref ), and 

a first control means (28,30) for controlling the modulation current (l m ) to the laser diode (1), the first control 

means (28) being responsive to the slope comparing means (35) for altering the modulation current (y in 

response to the slope value (AP av ) not comparing favourably with the reference slope value (AP avref ). 

18. A control circuit as claimed in Claim 17 characterised in that the means (10) for determining the value (AP av ) 
indicative of the slope of the power/current characteristic curve of the laser diode (1) comprises: 

a second control means (21,31, 32) for altering the modulation current (l m ) to the laser diode (1 ) by a prede- 
termined test amount (Al m ), and 

a means (29,33) for determining the corresponding change in the average power output (AP av ) of the laser 
diode (1) resulting from the alteration of the modulation current (l m ) by the test amount (Al m ). 

1 9. A control circuit as claimed in Claim 1 8 characterised in that the slope comparing means (35) compares the change 
(AP av ) in the average power output (P av ) of the laser diode (1) with the reference slope value (AP avref ). 

20. A control circuit as claimed in Claim 18 or 1 9 characterised in that the second control means (21 , 31 , 32) maintains 
the alteration to the modulation current (l m ) by the test amount (Al m ) for a period sufficient to allow the resulting 
corresponding change (AP av ) in the average power output (P av ) of the laser diode (1 ) to be determined. 
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21 . A control circuit as claimed in any of Claims 1 8 to 20 characterised in that the predetermined test amount (AIJ by 
which the modulation current (l m ) is altered by the second control means (21,31,32) is such as not to affect the 
normal operation of the laser diode (1). 

5 22. A control circuit as claimed in any of Claims 1 8 to 20 characterised in that the predetermined test amount (AIJ by 
which the modulation current (l m ) is altered by the second control means (21 ,31 ,32) is proportional to the modulation 
current (l m ) when the modulation current is being altered. 

23. A control circuit as claimed in any of Claims 18 to 22 characterised in that the second control means (21,31,32) 
10 increases the modulation current (l m ) by the predetermined test amount (AIJ. 

24. A control circuit as claimed in any of Claims 18 to 23 characterised in that the predetermined test amount (AIJ by 
which the modulation current is altered by the second control means (21,31,32) does not exceed 5% of the mod- 
ulation current (l m ) when the modulation current is being altered. 

15 

25. A control circuit as claimed in any of Claims 1 8 to 24 characterised in that the predetermined test amount (AIJ by 
which the modulation current (I J is altered by the second control means (21,31 ,32) does not exceed 1 % of the 
modulation current (I J when the modulation current is being altered. 

20 26. A control circuit as claimed in any of Claims 17 to 25 characterised in that the first control means (28,30) alters 
the modulation current (I J by a predetermined correcting amount in response to the slope value (AP av ) not com- 
paring favourably with the reference slope value (AP avref ). 

27. A control circuit as claimed in Claim 26 characterised in that the correcting amount by which the first control means 
25 (21,31 ,32) alters the modulation current (I J in response to the slope value (AP av ) not comparing favourably with 

the reference slope value (AP avref ) does not exceed 1 % of the maximum value of the modulation current (I J which 
may be applied by the first control means (28,30). 

28. A control circuit as claimed in any of Claims 17 to 27 characterised in that the control circuit further comprises a 
30 power output comparing means (23) for comparing the average power output (P av ) of the laser diode (1) with a 

predetermined reference average power output value (P avref ), and a bias current control means (25,5) for controlling 
the bias current (l b ) to the laser diode (1), the bias current control means (25,5) being responsive to the power 
output comparing means (23) for altering the bias current (l b ) to the laser diode (1) in response to the average 
power output (P av ) of the laser diode (1 ) not comparing favourably with the reference average power output value 

35 (Pavref)- 

29. A control circuit as claimed in Claim 28 characterised in that the slope comparing means (35) and the power output 
comparing means (23) are alternately operated for alternately comparing the slope value (AP av ) with the reference 
slope value (AP avref ) and the average power output (P av ) with the reference average power output value (P avref ), 

40 respectively. 



30. A control circuit as claimed in Claim 28 or 29 characterised in that the bias current control means (25,5) holds the 
bias current (l b ) constant while the second control means (21,31 ,32) is altering the modulation current (I J by the 
predetermined test amount (AIJ. 

45 

31 . A control circuit as claimed in any of Claims 17 to 30 characterised in that a means R4 is provided for setting the 
predetermined reference slope value (AP avref ). 

32. A laser diode driver circuit for driving a laser diode comprising 

50 

a modulation current source (6,11,30) for providing a current for modulation in response to a data stream to 
be transmitted by the laser diode (1), 

a bias current source (5) for providing a bias current (l b ) to the laser diode (1), 
a control circuit (10) for controlling the extinction ratio of the laser diode, 

55 

characterised in that the control circuit (10) comprises 

a means (10) for determining a value (AP av ) of the power/current characteristic curve of the laser diode (1) 



12 



EP 1 083 643 A2 

indicative of the slope of the operating portion of the power/current characteristic curve, 
a slope comparing means (35) for comparing the value (AP av ) indicative of the slope of the power/current 
characteristic curve with a corresponding predetermined reference slope value (AP avref ), and 
a first control means (28,30) for controlling the modulation current source (6,30), the first control means (28,30) 
being responsive to the slope comparing means (35) for altering the modulation current (IJ from the modu- 
lation current source (6,30) in response to the slope value (AP av ) not comparing favourably with the reference 
slope value (AP avref ). 
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Fig. 1 
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